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Here preſent You 1 Tho He 
which was Preach d at Your 
AR and is nom printed 
Fön Regity. If You had 


BETH given 
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"DEDICATION. 


- ui Clers 9 of 1 the Church of Eng- 


given, me. more, time, it, might 
have had fewer | Faults: But if, 
abt is, is ſhould any way betp 
70 Promote either the Intereſt 67 


E general, or of that par- 
licular — — H which Me 
are Members; I ſhall not be 
forry that I have talen this Op- 


portunity $. rn You, that I 


am, 


Gentlemen, I . 
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cc PORE en : 
Node N c Trimnell. 


mf 


— —ͤ——— — 


WINE * ** ork © No — W 


4 —_— 
„ 


W 


I ee A o 133 of noqu eber 
(ND 2 Hine 20 A 220i age. 
% Oo 102. 1 116 ©: 2& 10 Su 22 Ham ar} 


„ 


* 2 51 * 77 71115 2% "7 oj bis) 


tine Te by Preach' d before che 


be Glbih EY: 0 


rf Nil 75 
Sons of 
uh v0 1) 2 1 1g 4:11 5555 * bs 


TT : on 0 007A f es oats 
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1. Nom there ry — . 
the Son 6 ets! uno Habe - 
1 „Hlrahund is ile Wach dhe 
31 kinweſt: that thyi erden did fem the 
Lord: And the -Grediftr in met fake unt 
ci two. Sons to he Bond- men. 
2. And Eliſha ſaid unto her, What Ben rio f. 
these? — OT n "ie; 2 Re 


N theſe Words the Widow of a Pro my 


or, which is all one, of a Son or Di 
of the Prophets, repreſents in 4 very if, 
dodting manner the great Diſtreſs ſhe was: 


under, 
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n. On nn EE TID n 


— wg upon the Death of her Husband ; 
whoſe Faithfulneſs in the Service of GOD 


ſhe makes uſe of as an 1 id be to move 


ena And weſffind, 


d Ather the! [ro ets 


| ſaid to her, that it had 1 Effect. 
Who the deceuſed Prophet was, rich- 


> Chaldee Para raſe in this 
+) Obadahb, Es ee gs 
and we need not be ſollicitous to know whe- 
ther he was the Perſon or no: But it wou'd 
be 2 little more to dur purpaſe; if we cowd 
_— determine that he was of the Tribe 
| unn SPOTTING $A x 
And had this 4beforethe Diviſion 
_ Ipeel'frorh'"Fudab, we might have been 
pretty conſident of it; betuuſe the Order 
and eco ls ut the Prophets were ſouiided 
a 7 (a) who was 
5. and pe d 7e ok that Tribe; and we 
daic. cap, 15, Smith's Diſcow-ſes. pag. have not, I think, any 
246. * clear and certain Ac- 


Count of 2 h 


Prophet of #"different Tribe, 
EXCEPT the lit le we find of Saul, that which 
== confeſſed of David, and. ſomething of So- 


lomon; 


8 the Sons of the GDA 1 " 7 


lomon ; unleſs we will reckon in this. place 

the other Son of David, that great Prophet 

which was to come in the fulneſs of time. 5 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others were Levitet, Erf. 1, 
and ſo fan as Singing of Palms and Hymns 
unto GOD, was taken to be part of the 
Prophetical Office, it ſeems to have been 
appropriated to the Levites, even before the 

Order gixen by David ; and to have been 

the occaſion of that Queſtion which Was 

Put — Wonder, I. Saul alſe dag, gam. 10. 

85 * Eo. rt. D 311. ya. 151 11 


But forùs muchas thei Occurrence before 

us happen id in or near the / Kingdom of 
Iraalh as it ſtond divided m ſſudab, und 
ſo had nat, as fat vas appearb; its Sacred 
Matters Adminiſtred by the Prieſts and Le. 
vg, whole Service us tied to iiie Tei 
hut y Frophets and EAdets: (a) We cannot 


—yB 


have the lune preſuimptlon that thele Pris 4. g. 


bs 


ts were Leviten, as ſure bas we'are that cap: 16. 
Leviter were 


A e ſpread aveiche firfb three 
all tlie reſt bf tile Tribes. Fr read that 
Ferobiim' made 'Priefts oß hefe! who were 


| * 22 ! . Ki , , 
not of the Houſe of Leui, and that the Prieſts * 2 
10004 | : and 
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and Leiites iir hanierri i ii al Aras reſorted\unth 
Rehoboam oo all thidy *.Coaſts, u left 


2 Chron. their) Suburbs: un their: iP Paſſeſſton, and came to 
11. ROY + Judoh\angaJerutatem Lu: | TIC | Avis; \ 


tell ; fince it does by no, means \ clearly 


"4 'y af Fach And the 
the Pert, hade been the Wife of. 
of thoſe F rphets where: ent by G 


ee Knowlketlge of her-late! Husband the 


n Whether an re turnad afterward bf their 
own Accord brobyn he {pecial! Dire&ion 
of - GON ; cor. Whether it. — 
to raiſe up Propbets altenlan extr 
— — ather i Cha — 
ſerve ſome mea ſuugof true —— 
- the Children of Irael, we cannot certu 


1 af achat Tribe xither Elijab or Eliſha 
his Succgſſar wasy tho feveral lofi-the: Fa- 
thers\Cappolnalletabts have f been Prieſta, 


or: Levites at: leaſt; However, thus much 
9 enfſaam _ 9 


is . 
arkioj 
—— 


5 af; e Frophetꝭ 


n ſpaken aof in 


ſos the Inſteuction. of ihis >Pecpley-and! Mas 
under the Iuſpection and Card of Hliſbu, to 


. 


— nm ene erent 


the Sons of the CIE IGT. 


poor afflicted Widow appeals, and from 
whom ſhe received ſo Gracious an An- 
ſwer. 

And this is enough to ſhew, that the 
Paſſage of Scripture which I have choſen 
to ſpeak upon, 1s very applicable to the - 

reſent Occaſion : Which calls for the 
Relief of many Widows'and - Children of 
thoſe Perſons that have, to our Knowledge, 
ſerved GOD in the Goſpel of his Son, 
who was the End both of the Law and 
the Prophets. And to the affording this 
of Relief, All here aſſembled are fo well 
diſpos'd; that ir would be altogether un- 
n&geſſary to preſs the Confideration of = 
if the Diſcharge of that Duty to which 
call'd did not ſeem to require it: Upon v ich 
Account I propote to do theſe Two things. | 


J. Shew that the C: fe of the 105 Widows 
and Children of Miniſters, is every way wor- 
thy of our utmoſt —omenſcration and Stic- 
cour. 


th a 
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II. Enquire, as Eliſha did, what is to be 
done for them, either in way of eaſing the 
preſent, or preventing ſuch Neceſſities from 
coming hereafter. _ vi 2 


I. I am to ſhew that the Caſe of the poor 
Widows and Children of Miniſters is every 
way worthy. of our utmoſt Commiſeration 
and Succour. And if we look upon the 


| Widows only as Perſons that have lived in 


fome decent manner, and the Children as 


brought into the World and nouriſh'd up in 
it, in proſpe& of a Liberal Education; it 
cannot but move our Compaſſion to fee the 
pogr Women reduc'd to the Neceſſity of 


fubmitting, if able, to mean and ſervile Em- 
ployments for a very narrow ſubſiſtence, or 
wanting all the Comforts of Life; and the 


Children expos'd to all the diſadvantages of 


Poverty, and the want of that Inſtruction 
and Care, which they might naturally have 


expected, had their. Fathers been continued 


to them. 
The 


1 
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The providing for Widows and Orphans 
was ſo much the Practice and Glory of the 
Primitive Church, that without any other 
Relation to them than that of Chriſtians at 
large; we cannot pretend to make good 
our common Profeſſion, if we do not thew 
them all the Pity we are capable of. 


St. Paul gives it in charge to Timothy, 4 


relieve ſuch as are Widows indeed, and! Tim. 5. 


ſends him ſeveral. Inſtructions how to di- 
ſtinguiſh'+ thoſe that are ſuch : And St. 
Chryſoſtom ( a) treats the Care 
of the Widows as a great 


, nyf de Sacerdotio, lib. 3. 
Towns Sata xdvrewla ms 


and difficult Part of the E- elle, ws 94 3 pu 
piſcopal Office, conſidering %. 4 du Thy mvias & Na 


muſt always be us'd, not to grieve thoſe who 
have but tov much Sorrow upon them al- 
ready. It is indeed every ones Office, as far 
as it is in his Power, ro aſſiſt in this Work; 
it being one of thoſe great Means. and Op- 


portunities we have of reſembling GOD, 
who is a Father to the Fatherleſs, and pleadeth 


the Cauſe of the Widows. 
CLIX 4 B 2 | And 


poi. 


how importunate Poverty is, Fn em 22 
and what tender Caution * * 
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And the cauſe of theſe Widows with 
whom we are concerned, muſt needs be plea- 
ded to great Advantage, before thoſe who 
have ſo much à nearer Relation to them than 
barely that of our common Profeſſion: It 
cannot I think miſcarry before any indiffe- 
rent Judges, who muſt needs allow that of 
all Widows, the Widows of thoſe who hi ve 
labour d in the Word and Doctrine upon 
very flender Revenues, deſerve the greateſt 
Dit. 88. Regard: Eſpecially when it is alſo confide- 
Conſtit. O- red that theſe Labourers were by the Ca- 
ne. nons of the Church and the Laws of the 
Al. Hen. 5. Land debarred from helping themſelves, or | 
cap: 1. providing for their Families by ſecular Em- 

ployments. For what Chriftian cou'd bear 
to ſee the Wives of ſuch Perſons forſaken, 
or their Seed begging their Bread ? Nothing 
certainly cou'd flacken any ones Charity to 
ſuch Objects as theſe ;. unleſs they ſhou'd 
happen to think that ſuch Minifters did 

ill to Marry, and therefore ought to ſuffer 

in their Families for it. FR TON! 
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—— 


This we know is objected againſt us by 
our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome, who 
by the Celibacy of the Clergy have ſerved 
their own Cauſe indeed, but not that of the 
Goſpel of Chrift : and therefore we may hope, 
that noneof our own Communion will either 


go in to ſuch an Objection, or ſuffer themſelves 


to be hinder'd' by it, from affording all that 
Relief, which the Caſe at firſt view does ſeem 


to require, and which will appear the more fit 


to be given, the more we conſider it. 
The Widow in the Text was ſo far from 


being under any apprehenſion of faring the 


worſe for having been the Wife of a Prophet; 


that ſhe makes it the chief ground of her 
humble Petition: And Eliſba was ſo far from 
excepting againſt it, that his Bowels ſeem'd 


to have yearn'd upon that particular State 


of her Caſe,. and he thinks, without any de- 


lay, as determin'd by it, which way to re- 


lieve her. And yet if the immediate Serviceof 
God had made it unfit for thoſe that Miniſtred 
in it, to be engag'd in a Married Life; It had 
been moſt of all unfit for thoſe Prophets that 

ſeem to ha ve been rais d up by God out of the 
| | | ordinary. 


ſttitit generatio filiorum. 


n 
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ordinary way, and placed amidſt an Idola- 

trous People, from whom they often felt the 

moſt ſevere Perſecutions: And Eliſha of all 

Men would hardly have wrought a Miracle 

for the preſent Relief of one of their Wives, 

More Ne- eſpecially if what Maimonides writes of his 
och. ? 248. fingular Purity might be believed. | 

_ The Book of Queſtions of the Old and 

New Teſtament, that goes under the Name 

of St. Auſtin, and is Cited by Popiſh Writers 

for the Celibacy of the Clergy ; is really a- 

gainſt it. For there we find an Argument 

taken from the Marriage of Abrabam, Samuel, 


(a) Et ut hoe loco aliquid 
de Apoſtolis dicatur quod 
ad robur pertinet Cauſe 
— Sanctus Petrus Ux- 
orem habuiſſe cognoſcitur : 
& primatum ut acciperet 
inter Apoſtolos, non ei ob- 


Quomodo ergo condemnan- 
dum putant quod non im- 
pedit meritum. Tom. 
p. 878. Ed. Baſil. 
(b) Cenſura in Queſti- 
ones. p. 695. ſunt tamen 
& in by que digna cogni- 
tu ſunt, nimirum ex Eri- 
ditorum libris Col lea. 


Zacharias and Peter, (a) to confute 
thoſe Hereticks that attempted to 
make all Marriage unlawful. It is 
true this Book is none of St. Auſtin's, 
but it is confeſt to be Antient, and 


| believ'd by Eraſmus (h) to be gather'd 


out of more Antient-Authors, and 
Parch'd up with later Additions, 
from the great Differences andlncon- 
ſiſtencies of it. It is none of the leaſt 
of theſe Inconſiſtencies that which 
occurs in this Place; for when this 
c Argument 
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Argument proved ſo much to the Honour 
of Marriage; this Author or Compiler is 
under a difficulty how to make it unlawful 
in the Caſe of the Clergy; to which he of- 
fers a very imperfect Solution. As it muſt 
indeed perplex a Man to aſſert the Lawful- 
neſs and Honour of Wedlock, from the Mar- 
riage of Prieſts, and at the ſame time main- 
tain that Prieſts cannot Lawfully Marry. 
How old the Solution there offer d is, I 
ſhall not undertake to determin; ſome undue 
| Reftraints having been laid upon the Clergy 
of the hes Church, in Relation to Mar- 
riage in St. Auſtin's time, by 
who the Canons „then 4 v ger n ee, b. 
. . ©y ouySiav EYVReRtv ETAL, iv. 
made about their Wives , «5 2507 bs Soy. Can. 15. ds rg 
and Children, ſufficiently = , leged ws Sol- 
ſhew that their Marriage % # Teniru, Item Can. 21. 6 
was not yet entirely "ind 2 KN c⁰,ν4l e d r- 
bidden. But how late 
ſoever the ſolution of this difficulty may 
be, the Argument from 


(* Siromar. lib. I; N 0 res, & o- 


whence it aroſe, has ddus xrodrungl vo ; Pipes os 
certainly a more ancient 2%, $iaiTTo enadbrovmioavk N 
Date. It is urged by Cle. FU. oux ori Þ.avls ue 
mens Alexandrinus (b) for ler nw tte 
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the very ſame purpoſe, and in no very dif- 
ferent Terms, excepting that he contents 
himſelf to refer thoſe againſt whom he Di- 
ſputes only to the Apoſtles that were Marri- 
ed, as ſufficient to his purpoſe, amongſt whom 
he reckons St. Paul as o- 
thers (a) have done, tho' 
perhaps not Rightly ; 
e Hit. however he is Cited by Euſebius for this. 
3. c. 3 And as this is enough to be ſpoken upon 
the preſent Occaſion, in Vindication of the 
Marriage of the Clergy, which has produc'd 
among us ſo many Uſeful and Eminent Mem- 
bers both of Church and State : ſoit might of 
it ſelf ſuffice to diſpoſe all Serious Chriſtians 
to have a particular regard to thoſe Objects 
_of Charity that ſhall happen to follow uponit. 
However 1 ſhall add a Paſſage or two from 
the Ancient Church, not only ſupporting the 
Marriages in Queſtion, but doing it in the 
moſt Effectual manner, by providing alſo for 
the Neceſſities of the Families of thoſe who 
wait at the Altar. ark 
Beveregi The 25th Canon of the Council of Anti- 


Pandect zhich 1 
2 = ech, which takes care that the Biſhop, who 


45.1. was 


a) Tgnat. Ep. ad Philadelph. Inter- 


polar, vid. Uſſerium in locum. 


the Sonr of the Cn nov. 7 

was to have the Adminiſtration of the Pof- 

ſeſſions of the Church, ſhou'd not diſpoſe of 

them out of Favour to his Relations or 

Children, to the Damage of thoſe who were 

to be ſuſtain'd by them; does at the ſame 

Time allow bim to take to himſelf, and 

thoſe that were with him, what was neceſſary 

for them; and is very ſollicitous, that what 

was the Biſhop's own ſhou'd be ſo diſtin⸗ WE 
guiſh'd from what he held for the Church, 

- neitheri the Church might ſuffer by 21 

Death, nor his own: Family: want. This 

Council; it is true, was held. under (C@ſtatr 

tius, and has therefore by ſome been re ject- 

ed as Arrian; but the Canons of it aft given! N 

us by the Learned Biſhop:of St. Aſapb, in tile 

Collection of thoſe that arb ce 4he 

Greek Church, in whichthe Marmage bfithe 

Clergy is not condemu d: nd they hayeal] 

Jong 8 — 1 the uni- 

Verlal UTC as 1/4 nr rn 

re, pd art I cat 

Commendazion of- them eee E tree juſtes 

Not that the partièular nite Nt 5 ſeo Par þ18 oO Fee. | 

Canon, to which 1 refer, Ayr") 


LS 
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ſtands upon the fingle Authority of: the 
Council of Aatioch; for it is copy'd almoſt 
Word for Word from the 35th and 40th of the 

Canons commonly call'd Apoſtolical; which 

are reputed to be a: Collection of ſeveral 
Canons made ſometime before the Council 

of ng tho' not of the Apoſtles themſelves, 

| "The: 40th of [theſe Ca- 

» (a) Pever. bend p. 3 2 . nous (a) ſuppoſes, that 
2 3 _— wanne. the 'Biſho may have a 
Wife and Children as well 

as dither Relations; and takes Care that all 
te erden den . de may Yeo. 00 them: 

N the 3 1 allows 
Os, © 3 U e. him to apply Part of the 
of Stock of the Church to 
their Relief, if they are Poor and in Want; 
and tlie ancient Scholiaſts upon theſe Canons 
confirm that Allowance,” 7 2 107 © 

f we had"not'theſe Authorities for it, bt 
cou'd not be imagin'd that the Church thowd 
not always think it ſelf obliged to take eſpe- 
_ Gia Care of the Widows and Children of 
© thoſe who had miniftred in it, and perform'd 
the ſacred Offices of it : When the Apoſtles 


them- 


— 


* 
- 


6— rr rn nn, F — 
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| themſelves were married from the Beige 
ning, and gave Directions about the Mar- | 
riage of the Clergy, and made their Care Tim. 3. 4, 
of their own Famili 4" properPreparation for | 
their taking Care of theChurch of GOD; and 
when to all this the Forbidding to marry was 
given by the ſame Apoſtle almoſt in the very 
next Words, as'a Sign of the Apoſtacy of | | 
the latter Times. 1 ſhall therefore inſiſt no i 
longer on this, but take it for granted; that 3 

we are abundantly ſatisfied of the Reaſon- 

ableneſs of conſidering theſe poor 'Widows 

and Children, and re in the ou 
Place,” Mes 5 5 1 


II. To enquire whet-we fall AY or tes; 
ther in Way of eaſing the preſent, or Pre 
venting 42 Neceſſiti ey from Wy hereafter. 


When Elie heard the Widows Com- 
plaint, he preſently ſet himſelf to conſider, 
what was to be done for her; and the Spi- 
ritof GOD as ſoon "ſuggeſted the Method, 
and enabled him to give her preſent Relief, 
7 2 wonderful Spring and Increaſe of her 

C 2 . Oyl, 


I. as Faſt asſhe —.— 5 —_ her Pot. 
But we who have no ſuch miraculous Power 
of ſupplying the Wants of thoſe ho call for 


our Help, muſt turn our Thoughts to. ſuch or- 


dinary Means of Relief, as Chriſtian, Charity 
will dictate, and Chriſtian Prudence direct. 


Nor does there ſeem to be any other Way left 


for the Eaſe of the preſent Complainęrs, but 
a free Contribution! to that Stock which? is 
5 'd og their immediate Support. 
nd; we, who are not only Sons of Clerg oY. 

men, but in Holy Orders alſo our ſelves, and 
in any Condition of helping our Brethren, 
ought to be the firſt in this Work: As well 
in Gratitude to GOD, who has enabled us to 


give; as for the Example of others, whoſe 


Aſſiſtance in this; Contribution we. want. 
We find this poor Widow- went to Eliſha, : as 
juſtly thinking the Prophet moſt likely to 


conſider one that belong d to a Prophet, in 


which, we alſo find that ſhe was not miſtaken; 
And I. truſt there are no Clergy- men. will 
think themſelves uncongęern' d in this Mat- 


ter, for their Fathers not having been of the 
Clergy before them; fince they may have 


Wives. 


the Font ef the GLE R Gx. 
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Wives and Children themſelves, and ſhowd 
therefore in this Manner lay up in Store for 


een a good! Foundation, againſt the time f0 x Tim. 6; 


come. 29h 

Nor can I queſtion the good — . 
of thoſe, who, being only deſcended of 
Clergy-men, have been brought up to other 
Employments and have profper'd in them. 
For as theſe in all Probability owe their Suc- 
ceſs in the World under GOD, to the Care 


of their Parents, and the . made for | 


them out of the Church, or to other Encoug 


19. 


ragements they found upon that Relation wi | 


it: So there is no Return they can ſo 
perly make, either to GOD or the World, 


as. to help thoſe, who haye had the ſame. 
Birth 3 themſelves, but now, want all te 


Advantages of it, and to ſuccour the Mothers 
of ſuch Fatherleſs Children. 
And foraſmuch as theſe Caſes do oftem 


call for more Help than we, who are imme · 


diately concern d, are able to give; both we 


who are of the Clergy,. and. thoſe Clergy- 
mens Sons. who are fs. are Jiptly e 
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"to debave our ſelves ſo, as may dif poſe others 
to lend their Affiſance. | 

 Tofepbhus accounted it the Glory of his 
*Birth, that he was deſcended from the 
Prieſts of the Law: And as we ought not to 
think it a leſs Advantage to ours, to come 
from the Miniſters of a better Covenant; : {o 
we ſhou'd let all Men ſee, that we are indeed 
the better for having ſprung, not of Chriſti- 
an Parents only, but of the immediate Mi- 
ers of Chriſt ; and that the Marriage of the 
Clergy is ſo far from being a Prejudice, that 
it is à Beneht to the Chriſtian Church. We 
ſhall not otherwiſe'be. able to do any Honour 
our ſelves to that Profeffion to which we 
owe what we have : Nor prevail with others 
to:ſhew'that tender Regard which we fo much 
defire and expect they ſhou'd have to it. But 
when Men find that a great Deal of Good 
has been done, not only by the Labours of 
them that are gone, but by the continued 
Endeavours of thoſe WhO : ſucceed them in 
their Office, and the Uſefulneſs of thoſe they 
brought into the World : They will be com- 
* afſected, whenever they ſee the 


near 


8 be Sour of the CLER Ox. 


— 


nee 


near r Relations of the Men of this Excellent ; 


Order 1 in any great Want, 

By this Means we ſhall not only provide 
bor the-preſent Diftreſs, but prevent in great 
Meaſure theſe Kind of Neceſſities from hap- 
pening hereafter : Which is an Advantage fo 
much to be wiſh'd, that I ſhall beg leave to 

ſuggeſt two or three things, before! conclude, 
for the better ſecuring of it. 

And the firft is, that we ſtedfaſtly main. 
tain the Diſtinction and Dignity of our Or- 
der, according to the Doctrine and Practice 
of Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles. For that 


we are by our Order diftinguiſh'd from the 


reſt of the World, and that this Diſtinction 
is Matter of Dignity tous; is as plain as 
Seripture can make it: And that Man muſt 
be as Ridiculousas Wicked, that thinks by 

any Exceſſes he may find in the Prieſts of the 
Papa Communion, or poſſibly in any of 
our own, to ſhake an Inſtitution as Antient 
and Univerſal as Chriſtianity it (elf ; and no 
more than we find in all other Religions of 
which we have any clear and certain Ac- 

count. At leaſt if there is any Caſe that 
looks 


* 
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Art. 21. 


looks like an Exception; it can no e de- 


tract from the Univerſality of a ſettled Or- 
er of Men, to miniſter in Holy Things; 


than the Attempts that have been made to 


produce a People quite void of Religion, can 

affect the common Conſent of Mankind to 

own the Being of GOD. | | 
The Foundation then of this Ordinance of 


GOD ſtandeth ſure: Let us only be careful 


not to ſet up our ſelves on any other than 


what he has laid. For unleſs we can firſt put 


out the Eyes of People, as the Church of 
Rome, by her Power has done; we 
ſhall never be able, as I hope we ſhall ne- 
ver deſire, to make them receive the 
Conſtitutions of meer Men, not Divinely 
and Particularly Inſpired, for the Laus and 
Appointments of GOD. General Councils, 
as Our Article ſays, may err, and have erred, 


even in things pertaining 10.GOD: nor has 


any thing ordain d by them the force of a 
Divine Law, unleſs it may be alſo Beer to 
1 Ae out on the. e A 80, 

And 
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Add it is to the Advantage, not only of 
our Order in general, but of the Di- 
ſtinction of Epiſcopacy in it; that it 
does not ſtand upon any Council's Autho- 
rity : being ſettled in the Church long be- 
fore any Council Aſſembled, except that 
which we find in the Akts. So that here 
is no pretence for any Combination of Men 
to Eftabliſh' their own Preeminence over 
their Brethren; but the Church grew up 
from it's Infancy under it: and the firſt 
Councils found Biſhops in the undiſputed - 
Poſſeſſion of it. And this makes them in-. 
deed undeniable Witneſſes of that which 
they did not Decree ; Biſhops making the 
Councils, but not Councils the Biſhops. . * 

To this Point therefore let us be con- 
ſtant, and endeavour. to Convince others of 
the unh theme of altering this, Inſtituti- 
ons: without determining the Conſequences 
of deviating from it, in thoſe Churches of 
whoſe Circumſtances and Power 'to have 
1 it, we cannot perfectly Judge. 


D | But 
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Rom. 12. 5. us on 


1 Cor. 14. 
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we belong, 


But let. us erk Ea ba wes 
Fs e bee i 
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our Order, We, Jo” not. aber our ſelves to 


be carried into a ſeparate Intereſt 9 — that 
of thole 


79 4 5 2 Sale * our Order, i 


ates. For, we axe all 
„and in our Civil Ca- 
pct; 2 e every "one. 9 one of hen 

ther, nor can. q 4 e Pen need 

of thee © other 5 may be Eyes or Hands, 
or” Feet to "ths y:;.to ſhew and lead it 
1 Fs Paths i in which i it ſhould, 8o, and to 
Adminiſter Food by the, way; But. we can 
not pretend | to, be either the Whole or a 
Separate ; without. making. the worſt 
kind of Sh, and the neareſt to that which 
1s condemn'd in the, Scripture. that. can be 


Kaen e ke any * give greater 
ore 


Vantag 77 to. t other Ums that di- 
Fay the Peace. of the LS OH than our. 


dividing our. ſelyes in any degree, from the 
true Intereſt N men Government to which 
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deed have other Notions of this ; and the 
Celibacy kept bs: among them, and the 
Riches thou: are their Hands, port 
their Pretencæs? as little as they Raye tuin'd 
to the true 'Account of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, or the true Happineſs of Chriftian 
States: But as we haye not ſo ledtn'd Chriſt; 
ſo neither do our Circumſtances allow, us in 
common Prudence to have different views 
from that of the whole Conſtitution. We 
have A e wen Pledges to the Pub- 
Heck lies we frave; tllat *we 
will 1 0 our el, Mbeiims" 3 - 
80 E can: And our Abpearing to do 

85 wil Arat ge our Foundation, Sir make 


5 Men Ibo upon us _ HO 

5 ; and Tor wärd ts e 

may be tour real” Abi 
That we may therefore ks i ener pre- 
ſerve this common and inpart tis FE l to 
jg pie und the State, Frühe 
„ nö "Mould! be divade 47 let us 
frm our Notioris of both; Rem woe De. 
* 1 clarations 
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| clarations, which by Authority of both are 

| 4.2 e bog, e 

| publiſhd about it. 1 fe 

| The Power of the Civil Magiſtrate: and 

1 | the Office of the Miniſtry are ſo well ad- 

| Artic. 27. juſted in our own. Conſtitution ,; as to leave 
= no good Ground for either of them to take 
| Umbrage at the part of the other. The 


Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments ig 

very expreſsly 7 7 5 to us; and no o- 

ther Power in Religion, given to our Prin- 

ces, but what Princes under the old Teſta- 

ment had by GOD's own direction; and 

what they. were own'd to have from the 

very, beginning, under the New. And if 

any of us ſhould deny them this Power; 

we ſhould make our ſelves liable to an 

Can. = Ex communication by Canon: not to be 

reſtored but by the Arch-Biſhop, him- 

ſelf; and that not till we have Publickly, 
revoked ſo Wicked an Erro. 

Whatever Imperfections there may be in 

the pureſt Eftabliſhment ; there is no Chri- 

ſtian Church in the World, that we. know, 

fo. well ſettled.in all its parts, as this of our, 

: OWN. 


- 


— 
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own. And therefore we ought to be not 
only contented, but thankful for what we 
Enjoy, and careful in avoiding whatever 
* weaken ſo equal a Frame. | 
IO, all this care, let us add that of 
leading a Holy and a Paſtoral Life : that 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe GOD that any 


of our Wives or Children have Petitions 


to make; they may have this to enforce 
them, which the Widow in the Text did 
plead to Eliſha. Thou knoweft that thy 
Servant, Whether, Husband or Father, did 
ear the Lord. And if this care be diligent- 


I taken, we have great reaſon to hope that 


both we and our Families ſhall: be preſerv'd 
from want ; or cheerfully reliev'd under any 
Neceſſities that may ſtill happen to come, 
notwithſtanding all our care to prevent 
them. | | 
Our Pious and Gracious Queen has ſet 
a moſt Glorious Example, in giving one 
branch of Her Revenue to the Augmenta- 
tion of thoſe Livings that are not a Sub- 
fiſtence : and with. the Parliament has ſince 
| provided; 
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| provided for the Effectual diſcharge of the 
ſmalleſt of theſe from payingany thing to 

that Fund, out of which hereafter they: hope 
to be further ſupplied. ''' 

And what Encouragement may we not 
1 for, if we continue faithful to our ſe- 
veral Truſts, Obedient to GOD, Reſpectful 
and Dutiful to our ſeveral Superiours, and 
Kind and Humble to All? The Queen our 
Nurſing Mother will greatly ſupport us, 
our good Eliſha's Fatherly care will direct 
and aſſiſt us, every body will-wiſh well to 
us; and GOD who is over us all, will ſhower 
down his Rleſſings upon us. To bim be Glory 
forts ever rr 1 Kine 
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Books Sold by D. Mid winter, at the 
Three Crowns in St. Paul's Church- 
re ant wor: 


HE Works of that Learned and Judicious Di- 
vine, Mr. Richard Hooker, in Eight Books, of 
the Laws of Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Compleated out of 
his own Manuſcripts, and Dedicated to King Charles 
the IId. &c. i x 
Expoſition on the Creed, by Biſhop Pearſon. 
Contemplations Moral and Divine, in two Parts, by 
Sr. Matthew Hale, Knight. | 
The Hiſtory of the Old and' New Teſtament, Tran. 
flated from the French of Monſieur Royamont, with 
Cutts, 410. 8 . 
Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions, by Geo. Stanhope, D.D.. 
and Dean of Canterbury. 2 | 
The Ladies New-Years Gift; or, Advice to a 
Daughter. By the Marquis of Halifax. . 
The Gentleman's New- Years Gift; or, Advice to a 
Son; Tranſlated from the French. | as 
A Weeks Courſe of Devotions, Conſiſting of Eight 
New Offices of Devotions, whereof the firſt is con- 
tinued for every Days Uſe, and the reſt for the ſe- 
veral Days in the Week. 


Iwo Letters from. a Miniſter in Norfolk, to his Pa- 
riſhioners, . &. 


Books 
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ing what is to be Believed, Prectiſed and Deſired, 
or Prayed for. Alſo Feſtival Hymns, according to the 


Books fold by." Tho. Chapman at the 
Angel in the Pall Mall, Written by 
Jer. Taylor, late Lord 19255 i 


"Down and Connor. | 


| "HE 8 Exemplar; or, the Life and Death of 
the Holy Jeſus, in Folio, with the Lives of the 

Apoſt les, be with Figures. 

Dactor Dabitantiam : or, the Rule of Conſcience; ; 
in Five Books in Folo s . 

11 and Exerciſes of Holy Lisjog and Dying, 
in Vo. 

Doctrine and Practice of Repentance. 880. 

The Pſflter of David, with Titles and Collects ac- 
cording to the Matter of each Palm: Whereunto is 
added, Devotions for the Help and Aſſiſtance of all 
Chriſtian People, in 120. 


The Golden Grove, a Choice Manual, Comin. 


manner of the Ancient Church. 1229, 


ie by Dr. Patrick, late Bybp of Eh. 


The Chriſtian Sacrifice, i in four Parts. 12. 
The Devout Chritian, a Book of Devoti n for la- 
milies. 229, - ; 
Advice to a Friend. 129, 


